FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

England forthwith and report to the Admiralty. This was a great
disappointment to me at the time for I felt that our reconnaissance
work was going to be of great assistance to General Rawlinson,
whom I had met for the first time. I was greatly impressed by
this fine soldier who seemed to be taking everything quite calmly
in a situation which, even to such small fry as myself, seemed
likely to become even more sticky. So I left Samson's outfit
of miscellaneous aircraft and armoured cars, which accompanied
the 4th Corps in their withdrawal towards Ypres, and found my
way back to Dunkirk en route to the Admiralty to hear what fate
had in store for me.

On the I4th, I duly reported to the Director of the Air
Department in rather a dejected frame of mind, but I was soon
reassured when he told me that I had been selected to form
No. i R.N.A.S. Squadron as a proper organized unit at Fort
Grange3 Gosport. Gerrard was to form No. 2 on similar lines at
Eastchurch.

All details as to complement of officers and men, transport,
etc., were left to us to work out on the basis of twelve aircraft
in die squadron3 which was to be fully mobile and able to work
alongside the R.KG. Certainly we received every assistance from
Captain Murray Sueter and his staff at the Admiralty and I
was allowed to recall Bigsworth to act as my Second-in-Command.
The first step was to get Fort Grange ready, both as regards
landing-field and accommodation in the old and extremely damp
fort* At the same time, our nucleus of key naval technicians
managed to round up, from the bicycle and motor shops of
Portsmouth, some promising lads who were signed on as direct
entries in the squadron. Their training took some time, but most
of them turned out excellent ground crews and remained with
the squadron throughout the war. The first flight to be formed
was equipped with four 80 h.p. Gnome Bristol tractor type
aircraft, which were easily obtainable from Farnborough as the
R.F.G. tad turned them down.

I was lucky enough to be within easy reach of my wife, who
was still living at Warsash, and we saw quite a lot of each other
for the few weeks before November i8th, when the Admiralty
orfeml the one formed flight of Bristols to proceed to Newcastle
forthwith for coastal reconnaissance duties. Apparently an
attempt at an invasion by the Germans on the coast was
coodtetd quite likely, and the necessary defences were being
prepared with feverish haste,
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